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Indian Express

SIR row: Congalleges
mass voter deletions,
BJPsaysdon’thinder

Parul Kulshrestha
Jaipur, January17

A PURPORTED video of a dis-
tressed Booth Level Officer
(BLO) from Rajasthan alleging
political pressure to delete
hundreds of voters during the
ongoing Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) hassparked a political
row, with the Congress accusing
the ruling BJP of orchestrating
mass voter deletions.

In the video, which recently
wentviral, the BLO, Kirti Kumar,
agovernmentteacher, fromthe
Hawa Mahal Assembly consti-
tuencyinJaipur, is purportedly
heard threatening to kill himself
after an unseen caller allegedly
pressured him to delete several
names from the voter list with-
out following procedure,

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Kirti Kumar claimed he
was under “intense pressure to
remove 450 names from his
area”. “I was talking to the area
councillor who was pressuring
metodelete the names. Howam
Isupposed to dothat without fol-
lowing the procedure? After my
videowent viral, senior officials
intervened andtold meto follow
the rulebook,” Kirti claimed.

The Congress claimed it re-
flectsa broader pattern of voter
erasure across Rajasthan. The
party alleged that the BJP sub-
mitted pre-filled Form 7 appli-
cations to delete thousands of
minority and Congress-sup-
porting voters in every consti-
tuency during the SIR — an
allegation the ruling party
firmly denied.

In response to the allega-
tions against him, Suresh Saini,
councillor of Ward 13 of the Jai-
pur Municipal Corporation
(Heritage), denied any wrong-
doing and claimed there was
“large-scale fraud” in his area.
“Fake addressesare beingused
to register fake voters. I raised
objections and applied for the
removal of such names with
supporting evidence. This
amounts to voter fraud by the
Congress,” he said.

Balmukund Acharya, BJP
MLA from Hawa Mahal, where
the BLO’s purported video sur-
faced, held a press conference
dismissing the Congress allega-
tionsas “baseless”. “It seemsthat
Congress party leadershave lost

their mental halance ™ he caid

Adarsh Nagar MLA Rafeek Khan addresses the media. express

democratic process alive. The
Commission is working effi-
ciently. The Congress won aseat
in Rajasthan during the recent
bypolls; why didn’t they object
then? Congress needstofighton
real issues.” According to data
published by Rajasthan’s Chief
Electoral Officer, the BJP has
submitted 18,896 Form 7 appli-
cationsforvoterdeletions, while
the Congress hassubmitted two.
Amongthose whoclaimed their
names were deleted is Congress
councillor Akbar Pathan.

Pathan, a councillor from
Jaipur’s Ward No. 89, claimed
while speaking to The Indian
Express that a form submitted
in his name falsely claimed he
does not live in Jaipur.

“The BJP BLA who sub-
mitted the Form 7 application
in my name lives near my
house and meets me every
day.” he claimed. At a press con-
ference on January 17, Adarsh
Nagar MLA Rafeek Khan ac-
cused BJP leader Ravi Kumar
Nayyar, who lost the 2023 As-
sembly polls to him, of recom-
mending the deletion of 400-
500 names using “false
information”. “Everything was
going smoothly with the SIR
until two days before the Janu-
ary15deadline, when a conspi-
racy was allegedly hatched to
delete Congress-supported
voters’ names. In Adarsh
Nagar, thousands of deletions
were recommended in minor-
ity-dominated areas through
forged Form 7s,” he alleged.

When contacted Navwvar

living in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. In Alwar, the Congress al-
leged that around 10,000 Form
7 applications were submitted
to the district collector’s office
seeking deletion of Congress-
supporting voters’ names.

“When I asked who had
submitted these forms, officials
refused to disclose the name,”
claimed Balram Yadav, presi-
dentofthe Congressunitin Al-
war’s Kishangarh-Tijara. “On
checkingafew forms, we found
that both the applicant and the
person whose name was sought
to be deleted were Muslims.
When we contacted these
voters, they denied submitting
any forms.” Calls and text mess-
ages to district collector Artika
Shukla went unanswered.

In Barmer, a complainant
has approached the police, al-
leging that a Form 7 submitted
in his name was forged. At a
press conference on Thursday,
state Congress chief Govind
Singh Dotasraand Leader ofthe
Opposition Tikaram Jully ac-
cused the BJP of submitting
thousands of pre-printed appli-
cations overnight, callingita
“directattack on democracyand
the fundamental right to vote”.

The BJP dismissed the alle-
gations as an attempt to
“hinder the electoral process”.
“This isn’t the first time SIR is
being conducted in India,” Ra-
jasthan Deputy Chief Minister
Premchand Bairwa said.
“People whose names are reg-
istered at two places, or who are

deceased are the nnes whose
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Speeding
roadways bus
kills BLO on
election duty

First India Bureau
Alwar

In a tragic road accident
in Kishangarhbas police
station area ol Khairthal
on Saturday, a BLO on
election duty died on the
spot after being hit by a
roadways bus.

Mahesh Kumar Khari,
39, was crushed by the
speeding bus around
9:15 am near the Bamb-
ora Ghata Hanuman
Temple. Kumar died on
the spot. The deceased
was a resident of Alwar
Road, behind Vinayak
Sonography,

Police have sent the
body to CHC Kis-
hangarhbas for post-mos-
tem and a case has been
registered against the
bus driver on the com-
plaint of the deceased’s
brother. Irate local resi-
dents have demanded
strict action against the
negligent driver.
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Gehlot alleges 1,300

fake objections in
Alwar draft voter roll

First India Bureau
Jalpur

Former Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Saturday alleged that
democracy was being
undermined in the state
during the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.
Citing the Ramgarh As-
sembly constituency in
Alwar, he claimed that
1,383 objections were
filed in a single day us-
ing forged signatures in
the name of BJP Booth
Level Agents. Gehlot de-
manded FIRs and strict
action against those in-
volved, urging election
officials 1o conduct the
process with fairness and
integrity. He also criti-
cised new guidelines for
the upcoming Rajasthan
Assembly session, call-
ing them unconstitution-
al and detrimental to leg-
islative accountability,

,:.-"'"}

Former Rajasthan chief
Minister Ashol Gehiot

and demanded their im-
mediate withdrawal.
Meanwhile, Congress
MLA Rafeek Khan ac-
cused BIP leader Ravi
Nayyar of filing objec-
Hons in constituencies
where he is not a regis-
tered voter, Khan al-
leged that the BIP was
running a politically
motivated campaign to
delete voters' names and
called on election au-
thorities to ensure trans-
parency and fairness in
the revision process.



Cong MLA accuses BJP govt of
mampulatmg Voter hst in SIR

Tol

Times News NETWORK

Jaipur: Congress MLA Rafiq
Khanaccused the BJP govtof
attempting to manipulate the
voter list during the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) process in Rajasthan.

He alleged that just two
days before the Jan 15 deadli-
ne, a conspiracy was carried
out to delete the names of
Congress voters by pressu-
ring booth level officers
(BLOs) through BJP booth le-
velagents (BLAS).

Khan said, “In my Adarsh
Nagar Assembly constituen-
cy, especially in minority-do-

Congress MLA Rafiq Khan
addresses a press conference

minated areas such as the
Ramganj block, thousands of
voters’ names were recom-
mended for deletion. The rea-

son cited was that these vo-
ters no longer live in the area.
Thisis false as the voters con-
tinuetoreside there."

He alleged that Form-7
applications recommending
deletions carried forged sig-
natures of BLAs, who them-
selves denied signing the
forms. The MLA claimed that
the BJP candidate who con-
tested against him in the As-
sembly elections personally
recommended the deletion of
400-500 voters’ names using
fake signatures, in violation
of rules that allow a BLA to
submit no more than 10
Form-7 applications per day.
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